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PLEASE CLIP OUT

HOUSE LEAGUE
REGISTRATION

BOYS 3-14
GIRLS 3-17

NIAGARA PIONEER
Soccer League

Season July 15th to August 26th

 Mondays & Thursdays 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM 

FORT NIAGARA

BUMBLEBEES START JULY 19TH 
7:00 PM to 7:30 PM

In an effort to have all players registered to a team to start the season, PLEASE register 
early to help the forming of equally balanced teams. Registration forms can be found at 

www.niagarapioneer.com or at Stuart Sports & the Youngstown Red Brick School.

STAY CONNECTED TO NPSL NEWS
SMS: Text@NPSLHouse to 23559

Twitter: @NPSLHouse
Facebook: NPSL House League

BUMBLEBEES:   $50
LIMITED SPACE

ALL OTHER AGE GROUPS $50

MAIL IN REGISTRATION

www.niagarapioneer.comwww.niagarapioneer.com

WALK-UP REGISTRATION
FORT NIAGARA - ACROSS FROM HILL

SAT. MAY 15: 10AM-NOON
SAT. JUNE 19: 10AM-NOON

You know, as a souvenir? I said, 
‘Go, go; take a chance; get one.’ 
I did!” Spacone laughed. “But I 
mean it, I stopped counting at 
40 calls; but that was the history 
of Niagara Falls. You’re talking 
about the Whistle Pig, man! Whis-
tle Pig and Clancy’s!”

Spacone detailed the site’s his-
tory and explained the remark-
able path that led to his own ten-
ure at the location.

Pete Page and his son, Bernie, 
fi rst opened Page’s Whistle Pig 
in 1939. Named after the eatery’s 
trademark bacon-wrapped hot 
dogs smothered in cheese, the 
Whistle Pig quickly became re-
nowned in the area as a premier 
summertime spot for both great 
eats and – through its adjoining 
custard stand – ice-cold treats. 
Not long after opening, the Pages 
added several amusement park-
style rides for youngsters, includ-
ing a carousel, a wet boat ride and 
even a helicopter ride that soared 
through the air. 

The company was a popular 
seasonal mainstay in the area 
throughout its run until 2003 
when Peter Page, the founder’s 
grandson, announced the family 
was selling the restaurant as well 
as the popular amusement rides. 
The business remained on the 
market for three years until the 
building and naming rights were 
sold to Tim Shiah, a Niagara Falls 
resident. After extensive repairs 
and renovations, Shiah reopened 
the Whistle Pig in 2011 where the 
restaurant went on to enjoy a pair 
of strong seasons. 

Despite the success and Shiah’s 
plans to purchase the rides back, 
health issues forced him to close 
the restaurant again. This time it 
would be permanent.

It was around this time Spa-
cone was coincidentally looking 
to move on from the Clancy’s 
location at 16th Street and Pine 
Avenue, where it had stood since 
1985. As Spacone tells it, the 
popular sports bar had its own 
intriguing history before making 
its way to the corner of Packard 
and Military.

Prior to opening Clancy’s, Spa-
cone fi rst ventured into the res-
taurant business as the owner 
of a north-end eatery called the 
Delmar Grill for 10 years. Later, 
he purchased the Hitching Post, 
located at 1416 Hyde Park Blvd., 
from its founders, the Donato 
family. The Hitching Post – well-
known for having a train car out 
front, which had been converted 
to a unique dining space for pa-
trons to eat in – was a popular es-
tablishment upon opening in the 
1940s. Spacone even claims the 
eatery was the fi rst to bring beef 
on weck to the Falls. 

But despite its popularity, Do-
nato always longed to move op-
erations to Pine Avenue.

“I’m an Italian kid from Niagara 
Falls. I always wanted to be on 
Pine Avenue!” he explained. 

He sold the Hitching Post to 
Joe Anderson in 1985 and found-
ed Clancy’s, which went on to be 
a popular sports bar in the area. 
The Hitching Post went on to 
change hands a few times over 
the years before it eventually set-
tled into what it is today: Porky’s 
Hot Dogs – now a summer staple 
in the Hyde Park area.

It was in 2013 when Shiah, a 
longtime friend of Spacone, ap-
proached him to see if he wanted 
to move Clancy’s into the Whistle 
Pig restaurant space. Spacone 
agreed and sold the 16th Street lo-
cation to Buffalo-based real estate 
fi rm Ellicott Development. Not 
long after, Ellicott Development 
also purchased the entire Pack-
ard Road property from Shiah.

Spacone entered into a lease 
agreement for the restaurant por-
tion of the property, added a bar 
and, for the fi rst time, utilized the 
space year-round rather than sea-
sonally. 

He described the six years 
spent there as “wonderful.” 

A year-and-a-half ago, Ellicott 
Development announced it was 
selling the property and bought 
him out of his lease agreement. 
Spacone said the buyout was sig-
nifi cant enough that he was es-
sentially able to retire.

“It worked out good. I mean, I 

was 64 years old. I was ready to 
retire anyway,” he said. “I’ve been 
in for 43 years in the bar and res-
taurant business.” 

While there are certainly things 
he misses – like the regular ex-
cursions to travel and watch the 
New York Yankees, which Clan-
cy’s organized and sold tickets – 
the timing of the buyout turned 
out to be a blessing in other ways. 

“I got lucky; I mean, I got out 
at the right time,” he said. “(The 
buyout) happened right before 
the pandemic started. I was 
blessed.”

In terms of future plans, Spa-
cone said he doesn’t rule any-
thing out for the future.

“I do miss it,” he said of the res-
taurant business. “I mean, I’m en-
joying (retirement), but I’ve been 
doing this for 43 years, you know? 
Maybe after all this pandemic 
stuff goes away, who knows? I 
mean, I still own the Clancy’s 
name. I could use the Hitching 
Post name; I never sold the name. 
I even own the Whistle Pig name. 
I bought that; I was incorporated 

with that name. So, I got a lot of 
(stuff) going on for me. At the 
same time, I’m 65 years old. I 
can’t say I’d jump into something 
right now. So, I just don’t know. …

“But I’m proud of what I had, I 
was lucky. To come from where 
I came from. … I was at histori-
cal places. I’ve owned landmarks 
in the area. I’ve been lucky. Very 
lucky.”

While the buildings are gone 
forever, a whole new generation 
can still experience some of the 
magic and fun that made Page’s 
Whistle Pig so special. 

When the Page family gave 
up the restaurant in 2003, some 
of the rides were sold to the 
Herschell Carousel Museum 
in North Tonawanda. Interest-
ingly enough, it was the Allan 
Herschell Company that actually 
produced those same rides in the 
1940s and ’50s.

The rides are now part of the 
museum’s Kiddieland Testing 
Park Exhibit, where they can 
be ridden and enjoyed just as so 
many generations of Western 

New Yorkers had done in the 
past. 

Kiddieland will be opening for 
the 2021 season on Memorial 
Weekend, Saturday, May 29. 

According to the museum’s 
website, “Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, Kiddieland will re-
quire a reservation to ensure 
proper cleaning, capacity, and the 
following of NY State guidelines. 
Kiddieland is an additional $5 per 
eligible rider (children between 
34 and 52 inches tall). Each Kid-
dieland add-on includes up to two 
adults (who may ride the helicop-
ter ride) at no additional cost, are 
for 30 minutes, and assures that 
each rider can ride each ride at 
least once within their time slot.

“General admission to the mu-
seum is required (for non-mem-
bers); Kiddieland is not a stand-
alone attraction.”

Kiddieland is open 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday. For more 
information, visit www.carrousel-
museum.org.

Many fond memories at Page’s Whistle Pig/Clancy’s site
Continued from Page 1

Jonathan James Perez
Jonathan Perez, 56, died at 

home in Houston on Feb. 9, 2021, 
after a brief illness. 

Born in Niagara Falls, he was 
raised in Youngstown, graduating 
from the Park School in Buffalo in 
1982, and later receiving a degree 
in political science at Fredonia 
State College.

He began a career in horti-
culture in Texas, working as a 
nursery manager, regional sales 
manager, and as a buyer for a 
number of companies, including 
Wolfe Nurseries in Dallas; Lon-
estar Nurseries and Colorspot in 
San Antonio; Ball Horticultural in 
Charlotte, North Carolina; Green 
Valley Growers, Shemin and 

SiteOne in Houston. He was ful-
fi lling his dream job as vice presi-
dent of sales at Magnolia Gardens 
Nursery in Houston at the time of 
his death.

Jon was intelligent, kind and 
generous, and was loved and 
respected by his family, many 
friends, co-workers and clients. 

He is survived by his wife, Val-
erie; his son, Benjamin; his moth-
er, Norah; his brothers, Patrick 
and Matthew; his niece, Tiffany 
Ferguson; and several aunts, un-
cles and cousins.

Jon will be interred this sum-
mer at Oakland Rural Cemetery 
in Youngstown, alongside his fa-
ther, Louis, who predeceased him. 
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